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own local affairs.    They could interfere with t.ie   CHAP.
conduct of government and could bring it to a ^^^
standstill by refusing supply; but they could not
appoint their own agents to conduct government
in accordance with their views.     Their readiness
to obey the law was certainly increased by the fact
that they controlled its making.    But because they
were not responsible for all the things which govern-
ment had to do, their sense of responsibility for
getting them done went undeveloped.

The colonists, however, had interests which they Growth of
could not have controlled, even if their numerous
assemblies had secured control of their several
executives. The trade relations of the colonies to colonial
each other, to Great Britain,, to the Dependencies fSat
and to Foreign Powers had always been regulated handle-
by Acts of the British Parliament and were sub-
ject to the control of the British Government
The colonial assemblies, indeed, never claimed to
control these relations until the last stages of the
struggle which led to their secession had been
reached. In return for this right to control their
trade the British Government undertook to protect
the coasts and the ships of America at the cost of
the British taxpayer. This protection was, in fact,
given, and the question of paying for it was never
an element in the final quarrel To the north and
west the English colonies were surrounded by great
territories administered by viceroys directly subject
to the King of France. Their frontiers were con-
stantly menaced, moreover, by hordes of savages,
who, when provoked, did not confine their vengeance
to the particular colony which had injured them.
The safety of all the colonies was thus jeopardized